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6 PM, Mon., May 13, 2019

Fallacies of

Scientific Racism :
From Thomas Jefferson to the Alt-Right

“The global growth of the far right over the past
decade has seen a resurgence of long-discredited
racist ideas.
“This talk will look at the history of
scientific racism in the United States
and consider how we should respond
to its latest manifestations.”
Speaker:

Phil Gasper,

Ph.D.
Professor of Philosophy
Madison College

Goodman Ctr., Bolz-A, 149 Waubesa St., Madison, WI 53704

Our fourth season of “Humanities in Community” presentations will resume monthly
— 2nd-Mondays — September, 2019 - May, 2020 . Free, public and family friendly.

“Fallacies of Scientific Racism,” at 6 PM, Monday, May 13, 2019, Goodman Cntr.- Bolz A, presented by

Phil Gasper, Ph. D., Professor of Philosophy at Madison College
AT MADISON COLLEGE, PHIL TEACHES PHILOSOPHY and
works in its Center for Excellence in Teaching and Learning.
Examples of his academic and political activities:
• B.A. from Cambridge University, Masters degree from the
University of Calgary, and a Ph. D. from Cornell
• Teaching at Cornell University, the University of Michigan at
Ann Arbor, Middlebury College, the University of California in
San Diego and Stanford University
• Co-editor of The Philosophy of Science (MIT Press, 1991)
and the author of numerous articles about science and
society
• Writing extensively on politics and the philosophy of science,
as a frequent contributor to CounterPunch
•

As resident of Madison, Wisconsin, taking an active role in
the occupation of the State Capitol following passage of a
bill designed to control state spending by limiting collective
bargaining for public employees in early 2011.

From WIKIPEDIA:

Illustration from Types of Mankind (1854),
whose authors implied that “Negroes” were
a creational rank between “Greeks” and
chimpanzees.

“SCIENTIFIC RACISM (sometimes referred to
as race biology), is the pseudoscientific belief
that empirical evidence exists to support or justify
racism (racial discrimination), racial inferiority, or
racial superiority.
“Historically, scientific racist ideas received
credence in the scientific community but are no
longer considered scientific.
“Scientific racism employs anthropology
(notably physical anthropology), anthropometry,
craniometry, and other disciplines or pseudodisciplines, in proposing anthropological typologies
supporting the classification of human populations
into physically discrete human races, that might be
asserted to be superior or inferior.
“Scientific racism was common during the
period from 1600s to the end of World War I. Since
the second half of the 20th century, scientific racism
has been criticized as obsolete and discredited, yet
historically has persistently been used to support or
validate racist world-views, based upon belief in the
existence and significance of racial categories and
a hierarchy of superior and inferior races.”
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